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REPQRET oM VISIT 70 THE SCHOUNER GDLDFIELQ
BY CAPT. PAUL HURLSTOME AND HEBRER ARCH.

an Sunday 11th December 1983 we arrived ab the Zihuatanejo Yacht
iub at about 11300 a.m. after driving Trom Acapulzo Wwith H,E.Ross,
Robert Millan and his son Robert.

Hohert Mlllan wag invited La make Lhie Erip by Heber Arch and Robert
declded trhak he would carry nis eeventeen year old son with him.
iohert Millan ims B mechanical engineer and hLheing a Mexican aacisted
In organising aur louprney Co tha aship.

The Goldfield waa anchored in the harpour and we were taken to her
by a "Texi", Upon arrival we were meb Yy the mate, Bill Cadey, who
1nbraduced ws- 6o -bhe—obkher--mBembers—o0F the ocrews - He informed us -
that Brad Johnepoan was oh shore organlsing for the Fliming in wnleh
the Goldlleld waa plaving a part. @®ill gave 43 a thorough tour aof
the =2hip and we Lben met In the Captain's cebin for discuasion,
Albtheodigh Kosa was on beard ne did not take part in the discusaion.
However, he assiated in providipg inforpatlon when We requested 16,
Bill appearad Lo be frank and undoubbedly uwas very knowledgeable

and helpful, . He wlllingly provided whatever information we requested.
and we noted the confidence he had ip nis crew and in Capi. Johnson.
After talklng to him we had di=cusslons witn the remaining membera
of Lthe crew and .they all appeared to be very frank wWlth vs, as well.

Brad Johnson arrived at apouk 12:320 and Je then nad a lengthly
tlscusplon wikh hir aod after lnviting the crew for lLunch on
shore we reL;rned to the ship and Ieft ITor the airport at about
Ti:10 pom,

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS.

The hull of the ship appeared Lo be satisfactory, The only leaklng
visible waa Ebhrough the atuffing box. The top mast of the main mast
iz ¢racked and aheuld bBe replaced. The freezer was not warking and
requires repaira- -

———— _ P e e .- — - - . -

.~ mmm e - -

The maln engine was thnrﬂughly examlned bry Hlllan and 1t 1s definitely
in a serloigs condition and must be regaired prior to Lthe shlp con-
tinulng on its voyage. There are also minar repairs required to

smell pumpa ebe,, all of which shauld be put in proper running order
while the maipn engline 1z being worked ou.

¥e were very lilmpressed with the crew bobh during conversation and
vhen We watched-them dock the ship. ‘They have achleved a hilgh level
olf ‘eam work and -are also very loyal ko each obher and Chelr Captaln.
They all indicated. that they Would nob sail without Brad. Although
Brad lixes Lo party when in port, they all respected hia abllity at
sea and atressed both his apd their shkrong affection for the
Goldrield, She 1s really very dear to them ‘and they wWwill [eel very
proud Lo anchar her in the George Town harhour.



We feel. that Brad Johnscon ls not a capacle navigator and the ahip
should” hata a.capahble navigator on board befere sailing from
Acapulco .- ‘However, we [eel that wibthout him and his crew it would
be almost ‘an. 1mpcsalblc Ea2k Lo $ail tie "gld Lady" home, The crew
ie :use™ ta sﬂiling the ship, are very experienced sallers and have
already’ hﬂde tha most dangeraus. half of the vu;age We strongly
reuammnnd that- Lhey contlioue to Caymen.

Th& mﬂlti?bnnd radlﬂ must he properly installed, all required
chnrgnh ”urrgat standard navigat.onal referenc2 books and & sextant
mu;; ;geg @n toard prior to salling.

It iﬂ ﬁur canclusicw that the ships delay in Acapulco has been due
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the necessary &psletance to repalr and stock the ship for sea.

Rs # rﬂﬂult. we recommend that the Foundatlan appoint o reputable
anip's a@ent ‘'in each port of entry of Lhe ship, commersing &lih
Acapulcoy; to-ensure that all necessary funda are available bto keep
the ship woving on and, indeed, to minimise the time spent 1n port.

Fuﬂl'id:vgri'cheap in Mexico and we recommend thakt drums be purchaasd
and ae muﬁh qul as can be carried be Lzken on board there.

Many huura wae gpent talking to H.E.Ross prior to viaitlng the ahip
We fael ‘thebt he 1o very dodicaled Lo relurning the ship home and

ia preaently maklog shirts as a means of Fund ralszding. We [leal
Lhat anca-hn_agant i1 appointed Mr, Foss3 would pot be required aa

4 purser and could raturn home. (Unless he decided tc sall as crew
and jﬁuld‘ﬁeceht Hrad .Johnsan as Captaino and, thereifore, hls Losgal.,

The rehearsals for the plrates film, some scenes of which will be
aboard the ﬂoldfiald caommenced while we were tkere. Capbk. Johnaon
CﬂHfiﬂMﬂd t0 us tnat in deaperatirn hne khad =2lgnpad 3 ccakrachk ks
include the §etdfield in FPiluming (or approximately 10 days and that
the proceeds would_zo btowards the ship and would be &bout US$2000.00.
The ship;uﬁwkd_be'rﬂturned tohcapulece alfter Filming and. would hbe
Lhere not later bLhan 2i1st Jecember 1983, Brsd confirmed thabt the

~u0ﬂLrﬂﬂﬁ<Lﬂ&£uded for-adeduatca—insurance—coverage-oifr the vessel. — - S

We, hawawar, decided that Hass ahould take a copy of the contract
Lo Acapulﬂo tn h&eve a Lawysr conflrm thal everylhlng was satLiaraciory.

Iin prapnﬂins_this repdrt we have sndeavoured to be unblazed and at
all times presenting the facte as we have found thep and recommending
what Hﬂ-fﬁel_ia baa. For tne safe voyage of the shlp to Grand Cayman.
It mudt be noted, however, that our informakbtlon was complled in a
ahort period of tim¢ and cur khowledge of the craw limlted Lo shurt
discussians held Wwith them,

We wWish Lhe Gnldfield a safe passage home and far the Foundatlen we
hopea that FOur - tauk may be lightened by the reocelpt of mauy generuua
dnnationa. 2

C.:ll'lt-'d l-l-l-hilll.l'i.ljl
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?lease leb us know iF we can anawer any Jquestion=s ar asslst in any
alther manner.

fapt. Paul Jobhnsen,
Heper G. Arch.

e e i P - THe- Qo dideld Lla. geildikz—very. good publicltby idn many of
Hexica's bilggeat papercs. '





